California Hlarviage Officiant BGuide

Ministerial Authority: A marriage may be solemnized in California by any of the following
who is 18 years of age or older:

A priest, minister, or rabbi of any religious denomination who has been legally or-
dained by a church. As a legally-ordained Marriage Officiant, you are recognized
by the church and the state as a licensed interfaith minister, and may solemnize
marriages between any adult couple that has obtained a valid marriage license.

As long as your ordination remains in good standing, you are permitted to perform wedding cere-
monies and other rites (including memorials, vow renewals and baby-welcoming ceremonies)
anywhere in California.

Non-resident Officiants are permitted to serve anywhere in California if
currently active and in good standing with the church. Officiants, whether
resident or non-resident, are not required to register with any state, county
or local agency in California, but must present their credentials upon
request by any legal authority and/or the parties to the marriage.

The marriage license must be reviewed by the Marriage Officiant prior to solemnizing the
marriage. Any person who solemnizes a marriage without first reviewing the license is guilty of a
misdemeanor (California Penal Code, Section 360).

Officiants must personally complete the marriage license and return it to the county clerk within
ten business days after the marriage. California Family Code, Section 359(e), states: “The certifi-
cate of registry shall be returned by the person solemnizing the marriage to the county recorder
of the county in which the license was issued within ten days after the ceremony.”

MARRIAGE LICENSE INFORMATION

Much of the information below is state law in California; however, this information can vary
from county to county, and is subject to change. We recommend contacting your local county
clerk’s office before applying for your marriage license.

Appointment Suggested: It is recommended that you call the County Clerk’s office or visit their
website to see if they suggest setting an appointment. You could find yourselves in a long line
with a lengthy wait without an appointment in some locales.

ID Requirement: Picture ID required, such as Driver’s License or other valid identification.
Some counties recommend bringing certified copies of your birth certificates. Know your
parents’ names, mothers’ maiden name and places of their birth.

Application Requirement: Both parties to the marriage must appear in person at the time of
applying.

Proxy Marriages: Not permitted.



Residency Requirement: The parties to the marriage are not required to reside in California.
Waiting Period: No waiting period; a marriage license may be used immediately.

Previous Marriages: You must show proof of divorce, death or annulment. You must bring a
copy of your final divorce decree if you have divorced within 90 days through the past year
(varies by county.)

Marriage License Fee: About $80. The fee can vary from county to county, and some counties
will only accept cash. (Check your County Clerk’s website for fees and restrictions.)

Other Tests: No tests.

Under Age 18: If either party to the marriage is under the age of 18, at least one of the minor’s
parents, or a legal guardian, must appear with the couple. Certified copies of birth certificates are
required. The couple must also schedule an appointment with a counselor, and then appear before
a Superior Court judge.

Cousin Marriages: Permitted. Check with local County Clerk for further information.
Common Law Marriages: Not permitted.
Same-Gender Marriages: Permitted.

Valid: A marriage license issued in the State of California is valid for 90 days. The marriage
license can only be used (solemnized) within the State of California.

Confidential License: A regular marriage license is a public record. Marriage licenses and Certi-
ficates of Confidential Marriage are only accessible by the parties to the marriage, or by decree
signed by a Superior Court judge. At least one witness is required to observe the solemnization
for a regular, public ceremony. No witnesses are required to observe a confidential marriage
ceremony. A regular license may be used throughout the state. However, the confidential license
may only be used in the county of issue. The confidential license costs $80 (same as regular
license).

Civil Ceremony: Each county offers civil ceremonies performed by a judge or commissioner.
The cost is generally around $40. For additional information on this service, contact your County
Clerk’s office.

For additional information, please visit

firstnationministry.org/us/california

The above information is believed to be current and correct, but does not purport to be legal advice, is not all-
inclusive and shall be used only as a guide. Under the terms specified in your ordination, you are solely responsible
for becoming familiar with and complying to all current laws and regulations in effect within the jurisdiction in
which you will conduct ceremonies.
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Refunds CANNOT be given after a marriage license is issued.

You will not be notified that your license has been registered. You do not automatically receive a certified copy. You must request and pay for a certified copy from the
local registrar of marriages (County Recorder) in the county where the license was issued.

SRDP = State Registered Domestic Partnership as registered with the Secretary of State. Pursuant to Family Code, Section 298.5(c), no person who has
filed a Declaration of Domestic Partnership may enter a marriage with someone other than their registered domestic partner unless the most recent domestic
partnership has been terminated or a final judgment of dissolution or nullity has been entered, or the domestic partnership terminated due to death of one of the
domestic partners.

“New Name(s)”—Law applying to middle and last names (items 30B, 30C, 31B, and 31C) OPTIONAL: Pursuant to Family Code Section 306.5, at the time of
application for a marriage license, one or both parties to the marriage may elect to change the middle or last names, or both, by which that party wishes to be
known after solemnization of the marriage by entering that information on the marriage license application. Parties may adopt any of the following middle
names: the current last name of either spouse; the last name of either spouse given at birth; a hyphenated combination of the current middle name and the
current last name of the person or spouse; a hyphenated combination of the current middle name and the last name given at birth of the person or spouse.
Parties may adopt any of the following last names: the current last name of the other spouse; the last name of ej pouse given at birth; a name combining
into a single last name all or a segment of the current last name or last name of either spouse given at birth; phenated combination of last names. NOTE:
The first name of the parties may not be changed on the marriage license. An amendment to the new namegields may«only be issued to correct clerical

Family Code Section 400
Marriage may be solemnized by any of the following who is of the age of 18 years or older:

(a) A priest, minister, rabbi, or authorized person of any religious denomination.
(b) A judge or retired judge, commissioner of civil marriages or retired commissio isgioner or retired commissioner, or
assistant commissioner of a court of record in this state.
(c) A judge or magistrate who has resigned from office.
(d) Any of the following judges or magistrates of the United States.
(1) A justice or retired justice of the United States Supreme Court.
(2) A judge or retired judge of a court of appeals, a district cou y f Congress the judges of which are entitled to
hold office during good behavior.
(3) A judge or retired judge of a bankruptcy court or a tax
(4) A United States magistrate or retired magistrate.
(e) A legislator or constitutional officer of this state or a member, epresents a district within this state, while that person holds office.

Family Code Section 401
(a) For each county, the county clerk is designated as a commiss

The License and Certificate of Marriage must be used only Withi f California, expires 90 days after date of issue, and cannot be used after the
“Expiration Date” shown in ltem 25B.

1. Complete the marriage license usi
2. Have one or two witnesses to the 7A and complete ltems 26B, 26C, 27B, and 27C.
3. Enter date and place of marriage in
4. Sign your name in ltem 29A.
5. ter a single dash.
6. ailing address in ltems 29C through 29E.
The completed LICENSE AND CERTIFI IAGE must be returned within 10 days after the marriage ceremony by the person performing the

ceremony to be registered
mailed or delivered in perso

ages (County Recorder) of the county where the license was issued at the address in box 25G. It can be

PRIVACY NOTIFICATION

Civil Code Section 1798 et seq. re ach state agency to provide this notice to individuals completing this form. The information is being requested
by: State of California, Department of Public Health, Office of Vital Records, MS 5103, P.O. Box 997410, Sacramento, CA 95899-7410, Telephone (916) 445-2684.

The information requested on this certificate is authorized and required by Division 102 of the Health and Safety Code, and related provisions within the Civil
Code, Code of Civil Procedure, Family Code, and Government Code.

The completion of all items requested on this form is mandatory. Health and Safety Code Section 103775 provides that, “Every person, except a parent
informant for a certificate of live birth, who is responsible for supplying information who refuses or fails to furnish correctly any information in his or her
possession which is required by this division, or furnishes false information affecting any certificate or record required by this division, is guilty of a
misdemeanor.”

The principal purpose for this record is:

1. To establish a permanent record that is legally recognized as prima facie evidence of the facts stated therein for each marriage occurring in the State
of California.

2. To provide individuals with certified copies from the records to serve their personal needs, such as securing passports and applying for social security
or death benefits.

3. To provide information to health authorities and other qualified persons with a valid educational or scientific interest, for demographic and
epidemiological studies for health and social purposes.

4. This information is also provided to the National Center for Health Statistics for compiling national statistical reports.

This record shall be open for examination during regularly scheduled office hours, except when access is specifically prohibited by statute or regulations.

For Official Use Only
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